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Introduction

It is great that you've decided to learn Polish. There are only a few books on the market for self-
study of Polish. We strongly believe that ours will be perfect for you. Soon, you'll realise that when
properly explained, Polish isn't that difficult! Before you know it, yoUu'll get the hang of it, and even
fall in love with it.

This book focuses mainly on Polish vocabulary and is intended for students at Al to A2+ levels. It
provides you with basic Polish vocabulary, everyday phrases, and expressions.

The coursebook is divided by topic into 40 chapters with Polish—English glossaries and practical
sentences. It has been written in line with our “in translation” method. The learning process is
based on translating the sentences from English into Polish and studying the language in context.

How to use the book

In order to make the most of the book, please follow these easy steps. Start working on each
chapter by carefully reading the explanatory notes on the right-hand side of the page. Each note is
numbered to show which sentence it refers to. Then, translate the English sentences on the left-
hand side into Polish. You can either write down your versions or try to say the sentences out loud
in Polish. It's best if you first cover the Polish answers so that you can't see them, and don't rely
on them too much. Finally, check if your answers are correct by comparing them with the Polish
translations provided on the right-hand side.

While reading the book, you will learn how to form simple, natural-sounding sentences used in
everyday contemporary spoken Polish. Bear in mind that the aim of translating the sentences is not
to learn them by heart but to understand how the Polish language is structured. That way, you'll
soon start speaking basic Polish correctly.

Each chapter concentrates on different basic vocabulary. Moreover, it provides you with informa-
tion on common mistakes, everyday phrases and grammar. All the instructions are given in English
in order to make it easy to understand every topic. What's more, you'll thoroughly revise your
knowledge by doing revision tests at the end of each set of chapters.

The book comes with a complete Polish audio course so you can familiarise yourself with the pro-
nunciation of the words, practise speaking, and improve your comprehension skills. To download
the audio files, please follow the instructions on the next page.

With Speak Polish: Vocabulary you'll quickly learn the most basic Polish vocabulary. Don't get
discouraged if something seems too difficult, and remember, it'll all get easier in time. If you're
determined enough to study every day, you will soon make progress and build up your linguistic
confidence. Good luck!

© PrestonPublishing.pl KUP KSIAZKE | 2 7
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c UseruL VERBS. PART 1

by¢
czekaé
czytac
dziekowac
gotowac
kocha¢
lubié

miec
mieszkaé

mowic

to be

to wait
to read
to thank
to cook
to love
to like
to have

to live
(somewhere)

to speak

mysleé
odpoczywac
ogladac
pamietac
ptacié¢
podrézowac
pracowac

przepraszac

robic
rozumieé

to think

to rest

to watch

to remember
to pay

to travel

to work

to be sorry,
to apologise

to do, to make
to understand

stuchac
styszec
spieszy¢ sie
spézniac sie
studiowac

zaczynac

zamykac
zapraszac

to listen

to hear

to be in a hurry
to be late

to study
(at university)
to start,
to begin
to close
to invite

1. What are you doing?

2. I understand everything.

3. They watch Netflix every day.

4. 1 live there.

5. I'm sorry, but I don’t remember.

6. He doesn’t speak Polish.

7. We often watch it.

8. She doesn’t understand anything.

9. We usually rest here.

10. I'm waiting for the bus.

Unfortunately, we are already closing.

11. Please, come back tomorrow (lit. We invite

tomorrow).

12.  You never listen!

13. You speak all the time!

14. We're paying together.

15. Honey, what are you cooking?

Speak Polish: Vocabulary
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Keep in mind that there is only one present tense in
Polish. In order to form a sentence in the present tense,
you have to conjugate the verb (that is, establish the right
form for ja, ty, on, etc.). Detailed information about this
topic can be found in the first book from the Speak Polish
series (pp. 37, 41, 45). This section is just general revision.

If you want to conjugate a verb, you should remove the
last letter (which is almost always the letter -€) from the
infinitive and then add the endings as shown below:

For example, the verb robi¢ (to do, to make) conjugates
as follows: ja robie, ty robisz, onlonalono robi, my robimy,
wy robicie, onilone robiq.

* For ja and onilone, there are two possible endings. The
choice depends on the verb. Usually, in case of verbs
ending in -aé, for ja we add -m and for onilone -jq, e.g.
czytaé (ja czytam, onilone czytajq).

Verbs ending in -yé/-ié/-eé, on the other hand, usually
take -e for ja and -q for onilone, e.g. ptacié (ja ptace, oni/
one ptacq).

~

G Personal pronoun | Present tense ending

ja(l) |-m/-e*
ty (you) | -sz

my (we) | -my
wy (you) | -cie
onilone (they) | -ja/-q*

on/onalono | remove -sz from the previous
(he / she / e.g. a child) | form (the one used for ty)

However, there are various exceptions from the
above-mentioned rules. Thus, it’'s recommended that
you revise all the rules and exceptions described in Speak
Polish AI-A2.

You might also notice that personal pronouns such as ja,
ty, on, etc. tend to be omitted in most Polish sentences.
You can easily figure the missing personal pronoun out
by looking at the verb ending.

\ J
1. Co robisz? To watch Netflix translates as oglqda¢ Netflixa (NOT: oglqda¢ )
Netflix). )
2. Wszystko rozumiem.
f Notice that the word order in some Polish sentences is dif- )
3. Codziennie ogladaja Netflixa. ferent from their English equivalents. We’ve decided to use
the most natural-sounding word order in the Polish sentences
. presented in this book. However, remember that word order
4. Mieszkam tam. a isn’t as crucial in Polish as it is in English. If you change it, the
new sentence will probably sound fine or a bit awkward, but
5. Przepraszam, ale nie pamietam. it'll be perfectly understandable, so don’t worry too much
| aboutit. )
6. (On) nie méwi po polsku. p \
Bear in mind that if the word to (here: it) appears in a sen-
tence accompanied by at least two other words (see Sentence
7. Czgsto to ogladamy. 7), it should not be placed directly before the full stop. The
same rule usually applies to the word nic (nothing/anything;
8. (Ona) nic nie rozumie. see Sentence 8) and to the word tu (here; see Sentence 9).
In general, you should avoid placing very short words right
. before the full stop.
9. Zwykle tu/tutaj odpoczywamy. \ o
The verb czekac (to wait) is usually followed by the preposi- )
10. Czekam na autobus. tion na, e.g. czekac na spotkanie (to wait for a meeting). )
1. '_\“tEStety juz zamykamy. Zapraszamy niestety — unfortunately )
jutro. na szczeicie — fortunately )
i i |
12. Nigdy nie stuchasz! Note that Polish requires a double negative, unlike English. )
That’s why nigdy (never) is always followed by nie, e.g. Nigdy
13. Caty czas méwisz! nie pije kawy. — | never drink coffee. )
14. Ptacimy razem. If the infinitive contains the letters -owa- (e.g. pracowac, go- )
towac), then while conjugating, you usually replace them with
15. Kochanie, co gotujesz? -uj-, e.g. pracowac: ja pracuje, ty pracujesz, onfonalono pracu-

© PrestonPublishing.pl
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( Przvpatne czasownikl, Czesc 1

16. We remember it very well.

17. What are you doing here?

18. Thank you for your gift (lit. I thank for gift).

19. Do you study here? Do you work?

20. She works a lot.

21. They live not far from here.

22. Thanks, but we're in a hurry.

23. We love reading and travelling.

24. Where are you?

25. Maybe he’s having a bad day.

26. Everything is new and difficult for me.

27 I understand that it’s important, but he is
* resting now.

28. I'm sorry. Your flight is / has been cancelled.

29. I love making cakes!

30. We don't have children.

31. Is he very busy?

32. 1travel alot.

33. 1 think you're late too often.

34. I'm sorry, but we're closing in ten minutes.

35. Can you hear it? (lit. You hear it?)

36. Shall we start? (lit. We start?) Are you ready?

14 KUP KSIAZKE | 2 Speak Polish: Vocabulary
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If you want to be specific about what you are
thanking for, use the preposition za after the verb
dziekowa¢ (to thank), e.g. Dziekuje za te piekne
kwiaty. — Thank you for these beautiful flowers.

r 2
You can also say Czy tu studiujesz? Czy pracujesz? However,

it is much more common to skip the word czy in questions,
especially in spoken Polish. Questions can be formed just like
statements. The only thing that’s different is rising intonation.

Czy does not have a direct equivalent in English. It simply in-
troduces a question requiring a yes/no answer. Czy functions

16. Pamietamy to bardzo dobrze. | abit like do/does/did, etc. )
. . Remember: stqd means from here or sometimes here. This
?
17. Co ty tutaj/tu robisz: word is similar to the word skqd (where from) that is used in
the question: Skqd jestes? (Where are you from?). )
18. Dziekuje za prezent. p
It’s better if sie (which is part of many Polish verbs, e.g. spie-
o . . szy¢ sie — to be in a hurry) doesn’t appear at the end of state-
19. Studiujesz tu/tutaj? Pracujesz? ments or questions. If a statement or a question consists of
more than two words, move sie somewhere else (usually
20. (Ona) duzo pracuje before the verb it is linked to) in order to make the sentence
’ P Je. sound more natural. For example: Lubie sie uczy¢ (NOT: Lubie
| uczycssig). — | like to study / studying.
21. (Oni) mieszkajg niedaleko stad.
Remember, if there are two verbs coming one after another
L . . within one sentence, only the first one should be conjugated.
22. Dzieki, ale sie spieszymy. s
.
The verbs by¢ (to be) and miec (to have) are irregular. In the
23. Kochamy czytaé i podrézowac. table below you will find the conjugations of these verbs. If
you feel that you need more practice with this, please check
the first part of Speak Polish (pp. 20-25).
24. Gdzie jestes? 3 .
By¢ (to be) | Mieé (to have)
] o ja jestem (I'm) | ja mam (I have)
25. Moze (on) ma zty dzien. ty jeste$ (you are) | ty masz (you have)
on/onalono jest (he/shelit is) | onfonalono ma (he/shelit has)
26. Wszystko jest dla mnie nowe i trudne. my jeste$my (we are) | my mamy (we have)
wy jestescie (you are) | wy macie (you have)
27 Rozumiem, ze to jest wazne, ale on onilone sq (they are) | onilone majq (they have)
* teraz odpoczywa. \
. .. . [ There are two ways to express I'm sorry in Polish. You can say
28. Przykro mi. Twdj lot jest odwotany. either przepraszam or przykro mi. When do we use each
of them?
29. Kocham robi¢ ciasta! If you want to apologise for something, use przepraszam.
Q If you feel sorry for someone and sympathise with them,
- P e.g. when someone’s just broken some bad news to you,
30. Nie mamy dzieci. choose przykro mi. Compare: Wiem, ze jestem spézniony.
Przepraszam. — | know I'm late. I'm sorry. Przykro mi, ze
31. (Czy on) jest bardzo zajety? | jestes chory. —I’'m sorry that you're ill.
. L If you wish to express your opinion, remember that the con-
32. Duzo podrézuje. junction ze (that) is obligatory in Polish (even though in Eng-
lish it’s often optional). Also, don’t forget to add a comma
33. Mysle, ze za/zbyt czesto sie spdzniasz. before ze if you are writing. J
Przepraszam. ale zamvkamy za dzie- [ There is no need to add the modal verb méc (can) before the )
34. sied Fr)ninut ! Y Y verbs of the senses (e.g. stysze¢ — to hear, widzie¢ — to see) as
& : in English. Compare:
35. Styszysz to? @ Nie stysze cie. — | can’t hear you.
(Czy) widzisz Adama? — Can you see Adam?
36. Zaczynamy? (Czy) jesteé gotowy? A relatively common mistake is using the verb stuchaé

© PrestonPublishing.pl
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o Fill in the gaps with translations of the words in brackets.

(I speak) troche po polsku.

l.

2. Masz bardzo pigkne (name).

3. Nie mamy (children).

4. Moja mama robi bardzo dobry (pasta).

5. Co zwykle jesz na (breakfast)?

6. Jesli jestes (hungry), (supper) jest w kuchni.

7. Jego (driving licence) jest gotowe.

8. To jest moja (wife), Magda, a to jest moja (female friend), Marta.
9. Czy mozesz to (to spell)?
10. Niestety, ale to (impossible).
1. Czy widzisz ten (tally budynek? Moj (husband) tam pracuje.
[2. Spotkanie byto bardzo (long).
3. Mysle, ze (red) buty beda lepsze niz (black).
I4. Idziemy? Masz (wallet) i (keys) przy sobie?
I5. Sprzedaja tu bardzo dobre (fruit, pl.) i (vegetables).
6. Czy masz (siblings)?
17. Jej (aunt) i (uncle) mieszkaja w Warszawie.
18. Jestes (hungry)? Chcesz i$¢ na (supper)?
19. Czy mozesz kupic (juice), (milk) i (yoghurt)

w drodze do domu?
20. Poprosze (sauce) czosnkowy.

e Match the words to form common phrases.

I. prawo A. czekolada .
2. aparat B. niegazowana 2.
3. dowod C. pomidorowa 3.
4. domowe D. fotograficzny 4.
5. owoce E. jedzenie 5
6. goraca F. obiadowa 6.
7. napdj G. osobisty 7.
8. woda H. gazowany 8
9. pora l. jazdy 9.
0. zupa J. morza 10.

° Choose the correct option to complete the sentences.

I. Kelnerka poleca .
A. rachunek B. stek C. smacznego

46 Test 1 KUP |(S|A2|(E > Speak Polish: Vocabulary
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Przepraszam, ale to miejsce jest

A. wolne B. na wynos

Prosze duza kawe .

A. na wynos B. razem

Oni czesto na miescie.

A.Ja B. jeja
nowa restauracja jest bardzo droga.

A. Ten B. To

Twoj dom jest .

A. mity B. fajny

Przepraszam, ale ta tyzka jest

A. brudna B. tania

Ta kawa jest za .

A. silna B. czysta

° Complete the crossword.

N A&

13.
14.
I5.
l6.
17.

Across:

antonim otwarty l.

na przyktfad: grecka, Cezar, owocowa

pracuje w restauracji 2

babcia i dziadek 3

na przyktad: sernik lub szarlotka 5

Musisz mie¢ ten dokument, kiedy podrozujesz. 6.
muzyki, radia, podcastu 8

Banan jest zotty, a truskawka jest . 10.

bliska kolezanka

niefadny .

C. zajete

C. osobno

C. jedza

C.Ta

C. niemozliwy

C. swietna

C. mocna

Down:

na przykiad: sél, pieprz, kardamon, cyna-
mon, oregano

_ stolik w restauracji na piatek
antonim suchy

nie by¢ punktualnie—
synonim relaksowac sie
mama i tata

W polskiej fladze sa dwa kolory: czerwony
i

Mezczyzna, ktory ma zone jest

1

© PrestonPublishing.pl
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° Translate the words below into English.

© 00NV A WN —

napiwek —
kelner —
krzesto —
ciezki —
wazny —
bogaty —
chusteczki —
pieniadze —
reklamowka —
kietbasa —

Il. lody —

12. cukier —

13. zielony —

14. zotty —

I15. rodzenstwo —
16. corka —

17. danie —

18. majonez —
19. ryba—

20. nazwisko —

° Match the words to form common phrases.

No U A WD —

ogladac
zamowid
ptacic¢

znad sie
przeliterowad

mm0O 0 w>

mieszkaé
zamykad G.

° Complete the translations by adding letters.

¥ 0 NOoU AW —

10.

S — strawberry
_n_—wife

_r__ —brother

__a _ _ _ _d_—driving licence

b — blue

_r__ _ —expensive

____k ___—snack

_____ w_ —brown

s — book

_ _ _i__ —sugar

e Give opposites of the words below.

.
2.
3.
4.
5.
C

mokry —
dtugi —
razem —
duzy —
Zajete —

nazwisko .
Z widzenia 2.
sklep 3.
kawe 4.
film 5.
rachunek 6.
w centrum 7.
Il. 6 —ice
2. i — interesting
3. ¢ — bill
4. z — garlic
I5. __ _t —gold (adj)
l6.  k — closed
17. ¢ —keys
188 ! — Enjoy your meal!
19. _ b —grandmother
20. ___w__ _ _ —surname
6. na miejscu —
7. fatwy —
8. szybki—
9. petny —
10. bogaty —

o hoose the correct translations of the expressions and sentences below.

48 Test 1

in my opinion

A. w moja opinia
You're bored.

A. Jestes$ nudny.

B. moim zdaniem

B. Jeste$ znudzony.

Speak Polish: Vocabulary
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3. | have a child.

A. Mam dziecko. B. Mam dzieci.
4. siblings
A. rodzenstwo B. rodzice

5. Thank you for your present.
A. Dziekuje za prezent. B. Dziekuje dla prezent.

6. I'm sorry that your flight has been cancelled.
A. Przepraszam, ze twdj lot jest odwotana. B. Przykro mi, ze twoj lot jest odwotany.

7. | don’t think that she lives here.
A. Myslg, Zze ona tutaj nie mieszka. B. Mysle ona tutaj nie mieszka.

8. Can you hear that?
A. Czy mozesz styszec to?! B. Styszysz to?

9. His wife is Anna.
A. Jego zona jest Anna. B. Jego zona ma na imie Anna.

m Say a few words on the given topics. Answer the questions.

Say a few words about yourself.

What do you usually have for breakfast, lunch/dinner, and supper?

What did you eat today and yesterday?

What fruit and vegetables do you like the most?

What types of drinks do you have most often?

What do you usually have on you when you leave your house, e.g. in your bag or pocket?

Say a few words about your family.

0 O NOoU A WD —

What colours of crayons are usually included in a set?

© PrestonPublishing.pl KUP KSIAzKE | 2 Test 1

Name seven words or expressions that come to your mind when you think of a restaurant.
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17. klucze 19. babcia
A K 18. Smacznego! 20. nazwisko
NSWER AEY 5
I. suchy 6. na wynos
2. krotki 7. trudny
3. osobno 8. wolny
4. maly 9. pusty
TESTo 5. wolne 10. biedny
II' Mowi R 9. IB2B3A 4A5A 6B 7A 8B 9B
. Mowie 1. wysoki, maz
2. imig 12. diugie 10. Sample answers:
3. dzieci 13. czerwone, czarne I. Mam na imig Kasia. Mam 33 lata.
4. makaron 14. portfel, klucze 2. Na sniadanie zwykle jem ptatki, jajko i ser. Na obiad
5. Sniadanie I5. owoce, warzywa czesto gotuje zupe, jem mieso, makaron lub ryz. Nie
6. gtodny, kolacja 16. rodzenstwo jem duzo na kolacje. Jem kanapke lub satatke.
7. prawo jazdy 17. ciocia, wujek 3. Dzisiaj rano jadtem chleb i mi6d. Potem jadtem stek,
8. Zona, kolezanka 18. glodny, kolacje ktory byt pyszny! Na kolacje jadtem polskie danie:
9. przeliterowac 19. sok, mleko, jogurt bigos.Wczoraj ja i moja zona robilismy piknik, jedlismy
10. niemozliwe 20. sos Przekaski, pizze i satatke.
2. 112D 3G 4E 5] 6A 7H 8B 9F 10C 4. Ba.rd'z.o Iublq winogrorna, mango .i banany. Czesto jem
tez $liwki i jabtka. Lubie wszystkie warzywa. S zdrowe.
3. IB2C3A4C5C 6B 7A8C Czesto jem ziemniaki, ogdrki i marchewke.
4. 5. Codziennie rano pije kawe. Czesto pije herbate, sok
7] ZTAMIKIN[ T TE[T]Y i oczywiscie wode, aleltylko nlegazowanq!, -
_[R] [STA[L[A[T[K][A] |o B 6. Zwykle mam przy sobie prawo jazdy, dowod osobisty,
(o] [z] R| [K[EJLIN]EIR] [P] klucze i czarny portfel.
D] [v| [o]z]r]A[D[k][o[w[I]E| [R] __ 9] |9 7. rachunek, napiwek, menu, stolik, kelner, na wynos,
G 10 FEE e
cli[a[s[T|o| [P[A[S[Z[P[O[R][T] NEnEn 8. Moja mama mieszka w Hiszpanii, ale ma polskie korzenie.
121 W] N w [s]e]ulclH]Aa[C] Ja i moja zona mieszkamy w Polsce i mamy dwoje dzieci.
% Y] % [c]z[E[RIw VC\)I N[A] Y] [E] % Mam wspaniate rodzenstwo: siostre i dwoch braci.
Z PRRIZIY[I[A[C[T[O[LIK A BR[Ok 9. czer'won,y, z6tty, niebieski, zielony, czarny, brazowy,
€] €] [E] pomaranczowy, fioletowy
5. TEST@)
I. tip Il. ice cream I
g' Zﬁ;it:r :§ S:EZ:; I. pralka Il. centrum handlowe
4' heavy |4' §ellow 2. prysznic 12. tramwaj, skreca
5' important | 5' siblings 3. Dywan, stot, krzesta 13. karta poktadowa
6. rich |6. daughter 4. talerz, miska 14. dom, ogrod
7' tissues |7' dish 5. zajety, chory I15. materac, t6zko, biurko
8' money I8. mayonnaise 6. Stacja benzynowa 16. zelazko
9' plastic bag |9' fish 7. wysoka, mtoda, piekna 17. reczniki
IO. sausage 20' surname 8. krecone wiosy 18. widelec, néz
’ ’ 9. spontaniczny 19. ambitna, pracowita
6. |IE2D 3F 4B 5A 6G 7C 10. prawnikiem 20. nauczyciel, przyjazny
7. 2. IA2B3B4C5B6C7C8A9B I0A IIC
I. truskawka 9. ksiazka
2. zona 10. cukier 3
3 brat 0 1od A) |E2C 3B 4A5F 6D
4. prawo jazdy 12. ciekawy g) : E ig 332 :E 55: 66 (E
5. niebieski 13. rachunek )
6. drogi 14. czosnek 4.
7. przekaska 15. ztoty I. happy 3. dark
8. brazowy 16. zamkniety 2. ready 4. eyes
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